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Nations descending from Noah
Shem = Semites (Jews)            Ham = Canaanites     	Japheth = Europe and Asia Minor

Canaanites:
	Descendants of Noah's son, Ham
	Canaan was the 4th son
	Inhabitants of Canaan include:
		Heth, Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites, Hivites, Arkites, 
		Sinites, Arvadites, Zemarites and Hamathites
Hittites:
	Mentioned 47 times in the OT.  Descendants of Heth (a Canaanite)
	Located near Hebron in Abraham's time from whom he bought a burial site.
	Esau married Hittite wives.
	Spies saw Hittites living in the Promised Land.
	Were among David's followers, including Uriah.
Philistines were known to Abraham who had historical connections to Crete, Egypt and Syria.
	They were non-Semitic (not descendants of Shem).  
	At the time of David, they ruled from five great cities:  Gaza, Ekron, Ashdod, Askelon,  & Gath.  
	They worshiped many gods including Dagon, Ashtaroth, Ishtar, and Baal-zebub.
========================================================================

Israel and Judah were "long ago and far away."  Perhaps a contemporary analogy would be helpful.  	BUT, let's be very careful not to take this analogy too far!
CULTURE:  As people migrate and propagate, ethnic groups are formed.  Ethnic and cultural groups 	tend to cluster resulting in communities such as Chinatown, Little Italy, Little Cuba in Miami, 	Brighton Beach in New York (Russian), Scandinavians in Minnesota area, and many, many other 	examples.  Yet these co-exist among a mixture of religions and cultures.
RELIGION:  While we live in the "Bible Belt", Israel was the "Torah Belt."  The pervasive religion 	identified with Jehovah, but there were many people in the region who worshiped other gods 	or no god at all.  As in the Bible Belt where there are many expressions of  Christianity - 	reformed, contemporary, traditional, as well as denominational differences, Israel was also 	diverse in its practices.  Many people, Israel included, would practice a blend of religions (which 	God strictly forbade).
GOVERNMENT:  Imagine what life would be like if we had no strong central government.  Perhaps 	Christians would agree on a central leader who would then have to find a way to govern non-	Christians.  Each city would have its own king (mayor) who would have his own army (police 	force).  These cities would raid other cities when they wanted, and alliances would be made 	which often were only temporary.  Alliances would tend to be along ethnic or religious lines.  	Perhaps Christians of all denominations (tribes) in Georgia would want a central leader and 	chose a tall, handsome man who would rule from Macon (Atlanta, like Jerusalem, would be held 	by non-Christians), but God would choose another leader who would rule from Athens.   The 	ultimate goal would be a unified Christian government ruling from the capital city of Atlanta.
      
Just imagining . . . . 
